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LEGISLATIVE PROCESS 

 
FIRST ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS:  

    Treaty Governance, September 23, 2013 
   Elders Council, October 18, 2013 

   Saskatoon Urban Members, October 24, 2013 

   Edmonton Urban Members, November 5, 2013 

                                           Legal Counsel Review, November 6, 2013 
   Onion Lake Members, November 12, 2013 

 

SECOND ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS:  

   Onion Lake Board of Education, January 15 & 29, 2014 

   Education Administrators, January 27, 2014    

 
THIRD ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS:  

   Edmonton Urban Members, February 6, 2014 

   Saskatoon Urban Members, February 10, 2014 

   Onion Lake Members, February 11, 2014 

                                     
REFERENDUM:  Onion Lake Communiplex, February 28, 2013     

   Mail in Ballots sent and received from Urban members  
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RESULTS:  Onion Lake Education Law (2014) was passed by the people. 
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FORWARD 

 

The OLCN Convention Law, 2005 is the foundational document from which all 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan (Onion Lake) Laws derive. Under the Convention Law (2005), 

(clause 4.3e) the onikaniwak grants the authority to set out legislation. 

 

Under the principles outlined in the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Nehiyawiyasiwewin 

Mamawinitowin (Convention Law 2005), the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan is exercising its 

inherent right to control its own destiny as distinct peoples.  As a Nation we possess the 

ability to exercise control and direction over the education of each generation as set out in the 

Cree laws of miyo-opihkināwasiwin and wāhkōhtowin.   

 

This Law gives voice to Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan iyiniwak inherent right and responsibility 

as confirmed by recognizing, adopting and assentation of the sacred inherent knowledge 

maintained by individuals and the collective of the OLCN membership. As such, it is an 

obligation of all Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan iyiniwak and residents to educate each successive 

generation of children. These values are upheld by The Turtle Lodge Treaty: Our Way of Life: 

Indigenous Education (Appendix II). 

 

This Law is in conformity with the negotiation and conclusion of Treaty No. 6 made with the 

Crown in Right of Great Britain and witnessed by the Creator.  The Government of Canada as 

the Successor State has an obligation to provide resources for the education of the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan members as understood by the Treaty making.   

 

This Law provides the legislative authority to operate the education system in Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan.  The Government of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan has delegated the authority for 

education to a local Board of Education empowered under the Convention Law (2005), 

(clause 14.1) as an Institution of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government.   

 

The operational mechanism for implementing this Law is contained in the accompanying 

regulations (Onion Lake Education Policy Manual) or other policy as approved by the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan.  

 

With respect to Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education, as defined by this Law and the 

Regulations of the Board of Education, this Law replaces any other Law which have been 

formerly passed by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan or any regulatory bodies.  
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A LAW RESPECTING PRE-SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY, PRIMARY, SECONDARY, 

POST-SECONDARY, UNIVERSITY, VOCATIONAL, PROFESSIONAL, SPECIAL AND 

ADULT EDUCATION AND RELATED AUXILIARY EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR 

THE WICEKASKOSIW SĀKAHIKANIYINIWAK.  

 
Short Title 

 

1. This Law may be cited as The Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Law.    

 
Spirit and Intent 

 

2. This Law gives effect to the sovereign will of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan of Treaty No. 6 

Territory to:   

a. Create, control, and evaluate our own comprehensive lifelong system of education 

as an expression of our collective nehiyaw inherent responsibilities as Peoples 

 

b. Educate our Peoples by: 

i. Providing curricular standards for our Peoples to have a firm grounding in 

the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan worldview to realize esohkak nehiyaw 

mamitoneyicikan, nehiyawewin, ekwa nehiyawiwin/ strong Cree minds, 

Cree language, and Cree ways of being; 

ii. Achieving self-actualization; 

iii. Encouraging our Peoples of all ages to seize the opportunities and solve 

the problems of the modern world; 

iv. Providing the means to achieve the highest academic standards in the 

sciences, acquire the most useful technical skills, excel in the trades and 

professions, enhance the arts, advance human knowledge; and 

v. Working for the spiritual, social, economic, and political development of 

our own Peoples and nation, to contribute to the betterment of the 

international family and fulfillment as nehiyawak (four part person – 

mind, body, spirit, and emotion). 

 

c. To implement Treaty No. 6, the Crown of Great Britain undertook to finance and       

otherwise assist the development of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education in 

exchange for using parts of our Traditional Territory.  In the spirit of Treaty No. 

6, the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan peoples intend that their system of education shall 

achieve the highest standards of excellence in their life-long learning.    
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Interpretation 

 

3.  In this Law: 

a. “Board of Education” is defined under the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan  

Convention Law (2005) (4.3e) as a legislative body ratified by the Onikaniwak 

to oversee and govern Education for Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan members and 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Institutions: 

 

b. “Elders Council” is defined under the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Convention 

Law (2005) (4.1b and 10.1). 

 

c. “Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Iskonikan” is based on our inherent authority and 

responsibility including the lands that have been reserved by the making of 

Treaty with the British Crown. All Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan members have a 

responsibility to care for the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Territory.  

 

d. “Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government” means the Okimaw (Chief) and 

Onikaniwak (Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Council):  

 

e. “School” means a body of students within an educational institution governed 

by the Board of Education and those institutions attended by off reserve 

members in which members have access to subjects which the Board of 

Education has determined are appropriate for their age: 

 

f. “Teacher” means a professional person holding a valid certificate approved by 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan certification standards to teach in the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan educational institutions; in Cree world view, it is ascribed to the 

meaning of the parent’s role: 

 

g. “Institute” means an educational establishment in which training is given in the 

trades and technologies, professions, arts, or in which research is undertaken: 

 

h. “Instructor” means a professional person or a specialist who holds a valid 

certificate of qualification as approved by Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

certification standards to teach, lecture, demonstrate, or research in his/her 

applicable expertise: 

 

i. “Faculty” means the collective teaching staff including instructional assistants 

and any other institutional staff: 

 

j. “Parent”  means the childs’ first teacher in accordance with the Creator’s laws 

of miyo opihkināwasiwin and wāhkōhtowin: 

 

k. “Guardian” means a person who is not the natural parent of a child and who has 

been made responsible for the care of that child. 
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l. “Home Schooling” means schooling provided in the home by parents/guardians.  

 

m. “Fiscal year” means a period of twelve consecutive calendar months between 

certain fixed dates which shall be used by the Board of Education for the 

purpose of budgets, finance, and accounts.  

 

n. “Valid Certificate of Qualification” education faculty will partake on their own 

time in Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan certification encompassing Indigenous 

Knowledge inclusive of Cree language, inherent, and written laws of 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan: 

 

o. “Life-long education” is the life span of an individual guided by the collective 

responsibility of the Nation from conception to old age: 

 

p. “Indigenous Knowledge” is inherent to all Cree peoples collectively 

encompassing the world view linking our humanity to the Creator and all of 

Creation transmitted orally and retained in the Cree language. 

 

q. “Cultural Standards” defined as standards adopted and set for Program 

Graduates, Instructional Practice, Curriculum Design, 

Operational Characteristics, and Parent /Community Involvement:  

 

r. “Women’s Secretariat” comprised of mothers and grandmothers organized to 

maintain, protect, and transfer women’s laws specified by opihkinawāsiwin, 

wāhkōhtowin, and natamawāsiwin for Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan youth, 

children, future generations and ‘all our relations’.  

 

s. “Youth Council” comprised of youth to represent the young people of 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan. 

 

t. “Crown” in accord with the sacred Treaty No. 6 made by our forbearers with the 

Crown in Right of Great Britain and witnessed by the Creator.  The Treaty 

relationship is recognized as an international treaty and identifies the legal 

obligation of the Government of Canada as the Successor State to fund all 

aspects of education for the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan members as one of the 

Treaty promises, the ‘school house’. 
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Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan  Control 

 

4.    Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan control of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education is vested in the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Membership through their Onikaniwak (elected Leadership). 

 

5.    Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education shall be administered by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Board of Education (Board). 

 

6.   The management structure of Onion Lake Education shall consist of a Board of Education. 

  

7.   The Board of Education shall remain under the control of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

peoples in the following manner: 

a. Legislative control of the Board of Education shall be exercised by the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government; 

b. Policy control of the Board of Education shall be exercised by the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Government through the procedures provided in this Law whereby the 

Education Plan and Regulations (Policies) of the Board must be approved by the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government;  

c. Financial control shall be exercised by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government 

and through the provisions of this Law whereby the budgets prepared by the Board of 

Education, shall require the approval of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government; 

d. Accredited by Elders Council and approved by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Government; 

e. Maintain a relationship with Women’s Secretariat in matters related to miyo-

opihkināwasiwin and wāhkōhtowin; and 

f. Maintain a relationship with the Youth Council in matters relating to student well-

being and expectations. 

 

8.   The Board of Education is accountable only to the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government, 

and all statutory   reports, audits, and evaluations which the Board of Education is obliged 

to publish by this Law shall be submitted by the Board of Education to the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Government.  
 

9.  The Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government shall exercise their control of Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan education exclusively by this Law and in accordance with the provisions of this 

Law and any and all regulations which may be struck lawfully by the Board of Education 

under the powers of this Law. 

 
Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Board of Education 

10.  Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan shall have one Board of Education. 

  

11. The Onion Lake Board of Education shall consist of five members selected through the 

Board Renewal Process and ratified by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government;  

 

12. The Board of Education shall be responsible for:      

a. The formulation of education policies and approval of accompanying procedures. 
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b. The hiring and termination of all education staff including administrative staff. 

c. The development, organization, and monitoring of all education programs as they 

relate to students and staff.  Accreditation shall be as approved by the Elders 

Council. 

d. The monitoring of all education activities to ensure their conformity to the 

Education policy manual, previously established Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan policies, 

and the terms and conditions for local control of education. 

e. The monitoring of all educational expenditures. Reporting shall be monthly. 

f. Reviewing staff qualifications and local teacher certification qualifications  

g. Ensuring that Educational assets are managed and inventoried properly. This 

includes all forms of insurance (capital, student, staff liability, vehicular, etc.). 

    

13. In matters of Education policy, the Board shall: 

a. Govern itself according to the intent of this Law and the regulations of the Board of 

Education; 

b. Advise the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government by preparing policy options and 

education plans for  consideration based on community/parental input; 

c. Make itself aware of the Laws and policies of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan  ; 

d. Make itself aware of forces, circumstances and issues which might affect the 

educational policies and programs of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan; 

e. Review the objectives and needs and evaluate the progress of Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Education; 

f. Prepare a Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Plan for five years which: 

i. Attends to the spiritual beliefs of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan and to its social, 

cultural, economic, and political objectives 

ii. Identifies the housing, sanitation, nutritional and general health needs of the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan  that relates to the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

educational programs 

iii. Contains an analysis of the present and future social, economic, and political 

circumstances of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan with particular reference to its 

future technological, professional, skilled and general labour requirements 

iv. Reflects the objectives of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government  

v. Estimates the future staffing requirements of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

educational institutions, programs, and auxiliary services in Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan based on student projections; and 

vi. Estimates the costs and cash-flow requirements of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Education Plan. 

g. Submit the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Plan for the approval of the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government; 

h. Prepares budgets, financial accounts, operational reports, and evaluations to be 

carried out as required by and in accordance with the provisions of this Law; 

i. Advise the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government on those provisions of this Law 

and the regulations of the Board of Education regarding the compulsory attendance 

of school-age children, and counsel truant students, their parents or guardians, and 

family and issue attendance orders to the students and their parents or guardians.  
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Colleges, Institutes and Programs 

14. The establishment of any new colleges, institutes or education programs which are not 

the direct responsibility of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government shall be the 

responsibility of the Board of Education and the Charter of such institutions shall provide 

for a governing board which shall be given whatever degree of autonomy within the 

Board of Education which shall be consistent with the nature of the institution, as 

determined by the Board of Education. 

 

15. The Board of Education may take whatever action it deems necessary and advisable to 

ensure that the boards of any new institutions observe the spirit and intent of this Law and 

the regulations of the Board of Education. Further, the boards of institutions shall comply 

with any decision or regulation of the Board of Education. 

Curriculum 

 

16. The Board of Education shall be responsible for ensuring that the schools, colleges, 

  Institutes, and programs which come under their jurisdiction shall follow a curriculum 

  that is consistent with and supports the aims and objectives of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan. 

 

17. The Board of Education shall be the final and definitive arbiter of the standards which 

shall be set for every grade in every school and shall be the final and definitive arbiter as 

to whether or not any student has achieved the standard required for every grade. 

    

18. All the schools, colleges, and institutes of the Board of Education shall incorporate in 

their curriculum a core and set of electives composed of those subjects, topics, 

disciplines, methodologies and standards which the Board of Education shall from time 

to time determine. 

 

19. The curriculum for schools shall be constituted as follows: 

a. A core prescribed by the Board of Education; 

i. A core program of cultural and traditional Indigenous knowledge 

including Treaty and Cree Language as approved by the Elders Council 

and ratified by the Board of Education  

ii. A core curriculum of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan laws 

b. A set of elective subjects, which shall be prescribed by the Board of Education 

from which every school shall be required to choose a set number 

c. Subjects (electives) freely chosen in Grades 10-12. 
 

 

20. For the purposes of this Law, the school year shall be deemed to be from the first day of 

school of each successive calendar year until the last day of school of the next calendar 

year unless The Board of Education shall prescribe other dates. 

 

21. The content of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education shall not be defined narrowly nor be 

restricted to those sessions in which Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan culture, languages, 

traditional practices, or history are dealt with explicitly, but is to be defined broadly to 

include the complex of beliefs, attitudes, values and practices which are implicit in the 
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integrated Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan worldview and this worldview shall be the context 

and give meaning to every subject taught in the Board of Education’s schools. 

  

22. In the matter of tāpōkeyihtamowin (spirituality): 

a. in so far as Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan tāpōkeyihtamowin can be considered an 

integral aspect of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan way of life, it shall be included as 

part of the curriculum of every school, college, and institute of the Board of 

Education to the extent and in a manner which the Board of Education shall 

determine, 

b. Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan ceremonies may be practiced in the Board of 

Education’s schools to the extent and in a manner which the Board of Education 

and Elders Council shall determine. 

 

23. In the matter of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Languages subject to the Cree Law: 

a. It is mandatory that every school teach Cree Language as part of its academic 

curriculum and shall encourage students to use the Cree Language as their first 

language: 

i. A principle and enduring objective of every school shall be to bring every 

student up to a level of proficiency in the Cree Language at least equal to 

the proficiency in the English Language expected of students by the Board 

of Education; and 

ii. As a standard for graduation 

b. The teaching and administrative staff of every school shall use the Cree Language 

as their language of work to the greatest possible extent consistent with the 

efficient working of the school and the broad educational interests of the students. 

Standards 

 

  24.   The Board of Education shall determine Cultural Standards and all other standards 

acceptable in the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan schools. 

    
Cost of Education 

 

25.       (1)  All Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Members shall have the right to attend school within 

the Nations’ education system  

 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this Law, the educational services mentioned in 

(1) are to be provided to the Board of Education by the Crown as per legal 

obligation under Treaty No. 6 and shall be provided by the Board of Education at 

no cost to the students or to their parents and guardians: 
          

(3)  In addition to the provisions under subsection (2), the Board of Education may 

charge Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan resident non-members with the full cost of 

providing the educational services mentioned in (1) if the Crown fails to provide 

finances to cover the full cost of those services or the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

refuses to accept the conditions under which Crown funds are offered. The Board 

of Education may cut back its educational services to a level which it can afford 
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to finance either through fees or charges levied on the users of the services or 

from other sources of revenue: 

 

(4)  Any parents or guardians who are members of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan may 

register their children for charges in schools which do not come under the 

jurisdiction of the Board of Education (such as provincial, private, or charter 

schools) for involvement in after-school activities, bus passes, and the purchase of 

supplies including technology tools, but they shall not receive from the Board of 

Education any part of the cost of purchasing tuition, transportation or any other 

services, from the revenue accruing to the Board of Education. 

 
Parents 

26.     Parents agree to share their inherent jurisdiction over education of their children with the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan government for a fixed period of time determined by 

registration in a school governed by the nation and are assured that the child’s education 

is provided in a safe, just, and fair manner. 

27.   Parents as partners in the education of their child(ren) are valued and will: 

a. Endeavour to create a good relationship with the assigned teacher(s) of their child 

upon registration in a school; 

b. Ensure their child fulfill their responsibilities as students including regular 

attendance; 

c. Participate in mediation circles in the event that their child do not meet student 

responsibilities; 

d. Be engaged in two-way communication with the schools in matters relating to 

their child fairly and timely; and 

e. Prepare to be engaged in all aspects of the school’s functions as deemed 

appropriate by the school principal. 

 

28. In the event that a parent or guardian intends to Home School, registering their child with 

the appropriate Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan school principal, ensures a partnership to 

oversee school progress and access to school spaces, related activities, and events. 

 
Students   

29. Student school records shall be held in confidence, but the student with his or her parents 

or guardian, duly authorized officers of the Board, and school officials designated by the 

Board shall have access to such records under such conditions as may be prescribed by 

the Board. 
 

30. In the exercise of the right of access to the schools and services of the Board of 

Education, every student shall cooperate fully with all persons employed by the Board 

and such other persons who have been lawfully assigned responsibilities and functions 

with respect to the instructional program of the school or such special and ancillary 

services as may be provided or approved by the Board and, without restricting the 

generality of the foregoing, every student shall: 
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a. attend school regularly and punctually; 

b. observe standards approved by the Board with respect to dress, cleanliness and  

  tidiness, courtesy and manners; 

c. study diligently; 

d. conform to the rules of the school approved by the Board and submit to such  

  discipline as would be exercised by a kind, firm, and just family; 

e. be answerable and respectful: 

i. to the teacher during such hours as the teacher is in charge of the student in 

a class or other authorized school activity; 

ii. to the Principal or senior staff member for all the time the student is in the 

 school or going to and from the school; 

iii. to the driver of the school bus or to any other person duly authorized by 

 the Board during such times as those persons are doing their duty and the 

students are lawfully in their charge and under their supervision. 

f. be treated respectfully, free from physical, emotional, and social abuse (bullying 

of all forms), and have access to facilities that maintain high standards of safety. 

 

31.        (1) Every student shall be subject equally to the general discipline of the school. All 

schools shall have formalized procedures in keeping with this law for dealing with 

discipline. 

 

(2) The Board shall make provisions for the expeditious treatment of any problems 

which might arise between students and the school in the matter of discipline and 

without restricting the scope of the measures, solutions, or resolutions which the 

Board may authorize, it may: 

(a) authorize Principals to collaborate with parents/guardians with the assistance 

of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan programs, Women’s Secretariat, Youth Council, 

and Elders’ Council to address discipline in the best interests of the student to 

remain in school; 

(b) authorize Principals to suspend a student at the Principal’s discretion for a      

period of not more than 3 consecutive school days and for three such periods 

in any one school term or semester: 

(c) authorize Principals to suspend a student until the next Board meeting for 

major infractions outlined in the Education Policy Manual: 

(d) after due consultation with the student and the parents or guardians, the staff 

and all interested, and where a student is guilty of gross misconduct or 

persistent and serious misconduct, suspend a student for any length of time or 

expel the student from the school. 

(i) The Board and parents or guardians of an expelled student will 

identify solutions for his/her continued schooling as it is in the best 

interests of the Nation to ensure student completion.  

Finance 

 

32. The Treaty obligations of the Crown of Great Britain and the successor state of Canada, 

are legally obligated to fund education.  
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33. Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan has a claim on the successor state of Canada for funds for 

education shall advance that claim exclusively through the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Government and according to the provisions of this Law and the regulated procedures of 

the Board of Education. 

 

34. The Board of Education upon final ratification by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Government shall endeavour to obtain funds from the Crown and other sources through 

agreements which allow the Board of Education the greatest possible degree of discretion 

in the use of such funds within the limits of this Law and according to the regulated 

procedures of the Board of Education. 

    

35. The Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government shall pursue funds from the successor state of 

the Crown under long-term agreements which shall be designed to support the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Plan of the Board. 

 

36. Any and all funds designated for Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education by the successor 

state Crown of Canada shall be received, in the first instance, by the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Government, then, transferred to an Education account.  The funds shall be 

used by the Board exclusively for Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education according to terms 

under which the funds shall have been provided and according to the budgets and plans 

formulated by the Board of Education. 

a. The Board of Education shall ensure that financial due diligence is followed so that 

they do not incur a deficit.  Any deficit must be planned and approved by the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government. 
 

37. All financial transactions between the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government and the 

successor state Crown regarding Education shall be conducted as follows: 

a. The Board of Education shall be responsible for formulating its own education 

budget and getting it approved by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government. 

b. The Board of Education shall be responsible for coordinating their budgets and 

getting any necessary adjustments approved by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Government. 

 

38. Any funds not spent at the end of the fiscal year by the Board of Education may be 

retained or spent by the Board at its own discretion providing that it is spent for 

educational purposes and that the terms of any agreement under which the funds were 

originally provided shall be observed.  Retained surpluses not designated for immediate 

use should be placed in a trust fund retention account at year end. 

  
Lands, Buildings, Property 

39. The Board shall cause to be prepared and regularly maintain an inventory of all land, 

buildings, furnishings, furniture, appliances,  equipment and supplies in such form and 

detail as they may consider sufficient for the purpose of property control and 

management and for financial planning as set out in the regulations of the Board of 

Education. 
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40. All Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan owned education buildings and contents must be fully 

insured. 

 

41.   Land designation for future expansion/new buildings for educational purposes must be 

planned on the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Master Plan. 

  
General 

42. Every school, college, or educational institution which comes under the jurisdiction of the 

Board of Education by this Law shall be subject to any inspection that the Board of 

Education considers necessary and shall be obliged to provide the Board of Education or 

its authorized agent with whatever information it deems to be necessary for its inspection. 
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APPENDIX I 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS the Government of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan has mandated the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Board of Education to draft the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Law 

(2014), 

 

WHEREAS the draft legislation shall be guided by and shall incorporate the following principles 

and considerations: 

(1) Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan has the sovereign inherent right and jurisdiction to educate 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan peoples. 

 

(2) Treaty No. 6 recognized the Treaty right to education by entitling the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan to demand and receive from the Crown, funds and everything else necessary to 

develop and maintain a comprehensive system of education that will not disturb but will 

enhance the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan way of life. 

 

(3) The Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan paid in advance for that entitlement by providing for the 

Crown’s use of vast tracts of rich Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan homelands in Treaty No. 6 

territory. 

 

(4) The Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education system shall be comprehensive to include  

all schools, colleges, universities, institutes, and educational programs serving the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan. 

 

(5) The Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education system shall be controlled by the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Peoples in the following manner: 

a. Legislative control shall be exercised by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government 

of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Nations sitting in formal session. 

b. Policy control shall be exercised by the Board of Education 

c. Financial control shall be exercised by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government. 

d. Regulatory control shall be exercised by the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Board of 

Education which shall be appointed directly or indirectly. 

e. Administration and financial management shall be the duty of the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Board of Education. 

f. Empowerment of the Board of Education shall be in accordance with the 

Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Convention Law, clause 14.1. 

 

(6) As per the spirit and intent of Treaty No. 6, the cultural, academic, and technical 

standards of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education shall equal or exceed the highest 

educational standards. 

 

(7) The Board of Education shall agree to achieve normative standards and to a common 

process of evaluation, examination, and certification established by The Board of 

Education. 
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(8) The Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Board of Education shall enjoy a high degree of 

administrative autonomy, professional independence, and organizational stability and 

shall carry out its functions without interference from the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Government. 

 

(9) All monies provided for the purpose of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education by Crown 

and other funding agencies shall be expended solely for the purpose of Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Education and shall not be diverted for other purposes. 

 

(10) The Board of Education may discuss, negotiate, collaborate, and cooperate with and Law 

jointly with other educational boards and institutions, but shall not compromise its 

independence or its obligation to Law in the best interests of Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan 

Peoples.  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Law (2014) 

submitted to the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Government by the Board of Education does 

faithfully incorporate the above-named principles and considerations; 

 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan Education Law (2014) was 

printed and forwarded to the Peoples of the Wicekaskosiw Sākahikan for referendum vote on 

February 28, 2014.    

 

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED THAT having met all precedent requirements, the Wicekaskosiw 

Sākahikan Education Law (2014) is hereby entered into as law for full application from this day 

forward.   
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Preamble 

A Treaty on Education is essential to protect the spiritual gifts granted by our Creator. A 

Creator, who, in the beginning, gave the laws of miyo pimātisiwin to nistameyimākanak1 

through the Law Lodge. For as long as we continue with the Law Lodge our lands will be 

protected and we will not see wars or strife on Turtle Island. These laws of the clans are 

enacted every year by families and Nations who are honoring the human and spirit blood and 

protecting the children, grandchildren, and generations yet unborn. We protect this knowledge; 

these lands; and all our relations to fulfill our sacred responsibilities, specifically, to ensure that 

those generations yet unborn will enjoy the gifts of clean air, lands, water, and medicines of our 

sanctified Mother Earth; for as long as the sun shines, grass grows, waters flow, and for as long 

as there are Indigenous Peoples. 

 

Indigenous Institutions of Higher Learning willingly step forward to assist in the stewardship of 

this knowledge by privileging our ceremonies and protecting the clans against those that 

misunderstand the beauty and wonder of the spiritual nature of our beings granted by our 

Creator. The benefits of this knowledge are meant not only for Indigenous Peoples but are to 

be shared with all our younger brothers and sisters present to fulfill Creator's vision of Turtle 

Island. A vision of unity, peace, good minds, and harmony as Creator intended. Uniting our 

Nations to serve this common purpose is the intent of a Treaty on Education.  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The limitations of the colonizer’s English language should be taken into consideration and this 

document is to be interpreted from within an Indigenous paradigm.   
 

Glossary of Terms: Nehiyawewin/ Anishinaabemowin / English 
miyo-ohpikināwasowin / gwa-taa-gwanaa-ga binoojiiyik / good child rearing 

miyo pimātisiwin / mino  bmaadziwin / good way of life 

nistameyimākanak / ntamagaabii’aajig/ First People  

wāhkōhtowin  / dawenmaaganak /kinship 



 

 

1.0 Treaty Parties  

Article 1.1 

The undersigned representative individuals of the Anishnaabe, Siksi kai’ tsi tapi (Blackfoot), 

Nehiyaw (Cree), Dakota, Lakota, Nakota, Nisga’a, and Mi’kmaw Nations agree to this Treaty 

and gather in ceremony May 6th and 7th, 2013 to make this sacred promise to each other in the 

presence of our Creator.  This Treaty is an expression of our jurisdiction over education as 

peoples of sovereign Nations.  The Parties to this agreement hereby signify commitment and 

support to one another as we collectively act as stewards of our Indigenous Knowledge for 

generations to come. 

Article 1.2 

Indigenous parties who share a common understanding and wish to be added into this Treaty are 

welcomed at any time so long as they agree to adhere to the terms contained herein. Treaty 

parties may collectively amend the Treaty from time to time.  

2.0 Lifelong Education 

Article 2.1 

From time immemorial, the learning lodges throughout Turtle Island have been held and owned 

by the authority of Indigenous women; shared with Indigenous men and the Nation in various 

capacities. This sacred duty is guided and directed by the inherent responsibility and obligation 

to carry a sacred law from conception onward throughout the life span: this law is called miyo-

ohpikināwasowin. miyo-ohpikināwasowin, means to raise children in a good way. This law 

guides and directs the education of each child as a clan or relational obligation as understood and 

applied by each Indigenous Nation within a lived tradition where the child is the center of the 

Nation. Indigenous jurisdiction and authority of teaching, language, and practice is a lifelong 

right and obligation. It is the original educational system in a relational-based context and is 

enduring.   

Article 2.2 

Indigenous Peoples have never relinquished nor extinguished jurisdiction over our right to 

educate our children.  

3.0 Indigenous Knowledge 
 

Article 3.1 

Land based Indigenous Knowledge is inextricably intertwined with the language and culture of 

Indigenous Peoples. International discourse recognizes five (5) elements to Nationhood: land, 

governance, language, culture and peoples. Indigenous knowledge is “written” in pictographs, 

petroglyphs, winter counts, the lands, the stone markings, the burial grounds, birch bark and sand 

scrolls, wampum belts, ancient wisdom of our people, sacred ocean gardens, rivers, and 

numerous other sacred sites encompassing the history of Indigenous Peoples.  
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Article 3.2 

Indigenous Knowledge(s) are sacred, profound, and a gift connected to the spirit world. 

Indigenous education is transferred and transmitted through our songs, stories, languages, 

ceremonies and lands of Indigenous Peoples; these are interconnected and cannot be separated.  

Indigenous Knowledge is transferred and transmitted through oral tradition passed from 

generation to generation and is intrinsic to the lands, skies, and waters in which our history is 

tied and our culture is created.  

 

Article 3.3 

Indigenous Knowledge has always, and will always exist: self-determination is the practice and 

expression of intellectual, physical, emotional, and spiritual gifts given to the people and thus 

translated into the education of children. Indigenous Knowledge comprises all knowledge 

pertaining to a particular Nation and their territory, the nature or use of which has been 

transmitted from generation to generation. This knowledge includes our way of life.  The use and 

transmission of Indigenous Knowledge is an inherent right from the beginning of time.   

Indigenous Knowledge continues through the languages, lands, and cultures of Indigenous 

Peoples which persevere today. 

 

4.0 Protection of Indigenous Knowledge and Transfer 

Article 4.1 

Our Indigenous Knowledge is based on our spiritual connection to Creator, the relationship to 

the land we inherit and how we survive within our ecosystems: medicines, plants, animals, land, 

sky, water, and all of Creation. 

Article 4.2 

We inherit the right and obligation to be keepers of our culture and stewards of our lands and 

territories. Children have a right to this inheritance through the transmission and transference of 

Indigenous Knowledge, cultural practices, Indigenous languages, and laws. In inheriting this 

knowledge each generation learns how they are connected to our relations and Creation. 

Article 4.3 

Knowledge transmission is guided by our way of life through, ceremonies, songs, observations, 

traditional teachings, and languages. Language is connected to the plants, animals, and the 

spiritual relations that help sustain our environments. We have an inherent right to our Original 

instructions and to live upon our lands under Natural Law.  The law of wāhkōhtowin directs and 

guides the transmission of knowledge.  The integral source of our traditional knowledge is our 

wāhkōhtowin relationship to the ecosystems and those with whom we share the lands. In this 

manner, Indigenous Peoples carry the memory of our history and connection to Creation. 
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5.0 Jurisdiction and Authority of Indigenous Education 

Article 5.1 

As sovereign Nations and Peoples we define the scope and content of lifelong Indigenous 

education.  In so doing, we enact our sovereign right to educate our children and peoples.  Article 

14 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) affirms our 

inherent and sovereign rights to determine education for our Peoples and children.2  

Article 5.2 

Indigenous Nations have exercised our right to educate our children and people since time 

immemorial. Education is integral to transferring our identity as Indigenous Peoples and as such 

is a core foundation of how we preserve and sustain our Nations. The practice of education 

amongst Indigenous Peoples is a requirement of self-determination and is recognized under 

International Law. 

 

Article 5.3 

Various United Nations articles, covenants, and charters recognize the inherent and customary 

rights that Nations have to pursue self-determination. This Treaty is an act of exercising our right 

to self-determination through protecting education of Indigenous Peoples and Nations that are 

party to this Treaty. Article 1(2) of the United Nations Charter recognizes this.3 

 

Article 5.4 

The parties’ rights include collective rights to ownership, protection, and custody of their 

Indigenous Knowledge and that every such right includes the incidental right to teach such 

practices, customs, and traditions to ensure their continuity.  We assert our right to Free, Prior, 

and Informed Consent (FPIC) on decisions affecting us, our education, and how Indigenous 

Knowledge is utilized.  FPIC is recognized under Articles 18 and 19 of the UNDRIP4. 

                                                 
2 UNDRIP: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 

Article 14 

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems and institutions 

providing education in their own languages, in a manner appropriate to their cultural methods of teaching 

and learning. 

2. Indigenous individuals, particularly children, have the right to all levels and forms of education of the 

State without discrimination. 

3. States shall, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, take effective measures, in order for indigenous 

individuals, particularly children, including those living outside their communities, to have access, when 

possible, to an education in their own culture and provided in their own language. 
3 Charter of the United Nations:  http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter1.shtml 

Article 1(2): 

“To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-

determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace”. 
4 Supra Note 1. 

Article 18 

Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which affect their rights, 

through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to 

maintain and develop their own indigenous decision making institutions. 

Article 19 

States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned through their own 

representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent before adopting and 

implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them.  

http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter1.shtml
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6.0 Implementation 

Article 6.1 

The core of our identities as Nations and Peoples is generated by the transfer of knowledge from 

one generation to the next through our own education systems. This Treaty is an act of 

sovereignty to protect our knowledge systems that are grounded in our cultural practices, 

languages, ceremonies, connection to our lands and to all Creation. We make this Treaty with 

our brothers and sisters of each Nation in keeping with our laws to protect and preserve for the 

generations to come.  Each generation has the responsibility and obligation to keep our Nations 

alive and strong. 

 

Article 6.2 

The parties agree to meet on an annual basis to strategize and review actions on Treaty 

implementation.   

 

Article 6.3 

The parties agree to promote awareness of the Treaty and each other’s activities in the expression 

of our jurisdiction over education.   

 

Article 6.4 

The parties agree to engage others to comply and adhere to the articles of the Treaty.  The parties 

agree to create competent authorities within their respective territories to ensure compliance with 

Free Prior and Informed Consent in exercising  ownership, control and possession of Indigenous 

knowledge  and preventing misappropriation (examples of competent authorities include 

traditional structures such as Elders Councils, Clan Mothers/ Grandmothers, Longhouse, Bundle 

Societies, among others, and may also include research ethics boards, community research 

councils, and Indigenous post-secondary institutions, as our Nations deem appropriate). 

 
Duly signed by signatories of Nations present on 7th day of May, in the year 2013, on Sagkeeng 

First Nation Territory.   

 

                                                                                                                                                             
 

 


